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Today, knowledge management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy play a vital role
in the success of entrepreneurial organizations. As a strategic process for
identifying, creating, storing, and sharing knowledge, knowledge management
significantly  contributes to increasing organizational effectiveness
Mar 2023 profitability. Additionally, entrepreneurial self-efficacy, an individual's belief in
their ability to successfully start and manage a new business, is a key factor in the
influence the

relationship between knowledge management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy.
May 2023 Therefore, this study examines the relationship between knowledge management
ine: 07 May and entrepreneurial self-efficacy with the mediating role of entrepreneurial
leadership. This research is applied in nature and conducted using a descriptive-
correlational method of structural equation modeling. The study's statistical
population included all managers and senior employees of Sirjan Industrial Park,
with 384 individuals selected through stratified random sampling. The data
collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire, and the collected data were
analyzed using SPSS,s and Amos,, software. The results of this study indicate
that knowledge management has a positive and significant impact on

evised
success of entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurial leadership can

Knowledge entrepreneurial  self-efficacy. Moreover, entrepreneurial leadership plays a

facilitating role in this relationship. Based on the findings, it is recommended that

industrial companies utilize knowledge management systems and employ

entrepreneurial leaders to enhance the entrepreneurial self-efficacy of their
employees.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, knowledge management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy play crucial roles in the success of
entrepreneurial organizations. Entrepreneurial self-efficacy refers to individuals' judgments about
their abilities to start businesses and create value through assembling unique and complete sets of
resources. One of the significant factors influencing entrepreneurial self-efficacy is knowledge
management. In today's industrial society, knowledge management has become a key economic
resource and an integral part of an organization's development strategies, essential for maintaining
relevance in the modern world. Among these, entrepreneurial leadership can affect the relationship
between knowledge management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy. This study examines the
relationship between knowledge management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy with the mediating
role of entrepreneurial leadership.

Research Method

This research is applied with a purpose and descriptive method based on correlation. The statistical
population includes managers and senior employees of Sirjan Industrial Town, totaling 1,000
individuals. A 384 sample was selected using stratified random sampling with proportional
allocation. A questionnaire was used to measure the variable of entrepreneurial leadership. The
reliability of the questionnaires was calculated using Cronbach's alpha, which was above 0.8. The
validity of the guestionnaires was confirmed through face, convergent, and divergent validity. Data
were analyzed using SPSS26 and Amos24 software.

Results and Discussion

The results of the correlation analysis between the research variables indicated that all correlation
coefficients were statistically significant (p<0.05). The model's goodness-of-fit indices were
satisfactory. The structural model results confirmed the three main hypotheses of the research.
Specifically, the effect of knowledge management on entrepreneurial leadership and entrepreneurial
self-efficacy and the effect of entrepreneurial leadership on entrepreneurial self-efficacy was
confirmed.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The primary objective of this study was to examine the relationship between knowledge
management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy with the mediating role of entrepreneurial leadership.
The findings indicated a positive and significant relationship between knowledge management and
entrepreneurial self-efficacy among the employees of Sirjan Industrial Town. Knowledge
management positively impacts entrepreneurial leadership. This model clarifies the path and
resolves ambiguities, helping entrepreneurial managers achieve their entrepreneurial goals.
Understanding the environment, opportunities, threats and utilizing communication capabilities
assist managers in their entrepreneurial journey. Additionally, entrepreneurial leadership
significantly impacts entrepreneurial self-efficacy. Entrepreneurial leaders leverage employees'
abilities and guide them toward success. The findings revealed that entrepreneurial leadership
mediates knowledge management and entrepreneurial self-efficacy. This type of leadership
significantly impacts commercial success in small businesses. Entrepreneurial leaders motivate,
create opportunities, and encourage knowledge sharing, drawing new entrepreneurial paths and
enhancing employees' creativity. To benefit from the research results, entrepreneurial managers
should establish knowledge management systems, share knowledge to enhance entrepreneurial self-
efficacy among employees, and utilize entrepreneurial leadership to change individuals' attitudes and
perspectives, harnessing their talents and abilities to cultivate effective entrepreneurs. It is believed
that knowledge and skills are necessary but insufficient for becoming self-efficacious in
entrepreneurship; a manager or leader is needed to guide individuals on this path.
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