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Introduction

In recent years, universities have established various mechanisms to facilitate and encourage
student entrepreneurship. Aiming to become third-generation universities, they implement
various approaches to promote and support entrepreneurship, ultimately fostering it as a career
option for students. Thus, the output of these mechanisms and programs should be startups
founded by graduates. Hence, understanding students' entrepreneurial intention as a key driver
in starting businesses is crucial. Intention is a vital factor in processes related to creating a new
business. Various factors can influence entrepreneurial intention, with entrepreneurial alertness
among the most important. An individual intending to become an entrepreneur must be sensitive
to available opportunities and utilize them. Additionally, entrepreneurial intention requires
actualizing potential, which can be influenced by psychological well-being. Considering the
importance of entrepreneurial intention among students, this research examines the impact of
entrepreneurial alertness on entrepreneurial intention with the moderating role of psychological
well-being.

Research Method

This research is applied in purpose and descriptive in method. The statistical population
includes all psychology students at Fatemieh Higher Education Institute in Shiraz, totaling 350
individuals. The sample size, determined using Cochran's formula at a 5% error level, was 183.
Random sampling was used to select participants, and questionnaires were distributed in person
and online. Experts in the field reviewed the questionnaire to ensure content validity, and
Cronbach's alpha was used to measure reliability.

Results and Discussion

Descriptive analysis of the data revealed that 61% of the sample were between 18 to 25 years
old, 33% were between 25 to 35 years old, and 6% were over 35 years old, with an average age
of 24. Among the respondents, 82% were single, and 18% were married. Additionally, 78%
were undergraduate and 22% were graduate students. The results indicated that entrepreneurial
alertness significantly impacts entrepreneurial intention, with a path coefficient of 69% and a
significance level of 7%. Psychological well-being also positively impacts entrepreneurial
intention, with a path coefficient of 31%. However, the moderating role of psychological well-
being in the relationship between entrepreneurial alertness and entrepreneurial intention was not
confirmed. This indicates that the relationship does not differ at high or low levels of the
moderating variable.

Conclusion and Recommendations

An entrepreneurial university identifies societal needs correctly and nurtures innovative
graduates. Therefore, understanding behaviors that can influence the entrepreneurial process is
important. Entrepreneurial alertness to identify opportunities and entrepreneurial intention to
start a business in a challenging market can be factors of success. Students with high alertness
can recognize opportunities hidden from others and convert their talents and interests into
constructive actions and upbeat performances. As such, they are more likely to engage in
entrepreneurial activities, such as establishing and developing a business. Entrepreneurial
alertness helps individuals to be aware of changes, shifts, opportunities, and overlooked
possibilities. High psychological well-being is crucial for entrepreneurial intention, ensuring
realistic life planning and purposeful realization of life concepts, including starting a business.
Psychological well-being encompasses efforts for perfection and realizing students' actual
potential, setting the stage for entrepreneurship. Improving entrepreneurial alertness through
events, sharing successful models and experiences, collaborating with the industry, doing
internships, participating in entrepreneurial projects, and presenting innovative business plans
are recommended. Moreover, monitoring psychological well-being and improving students'
psychological conditions can enhance their ability to recognize opportunities, develop business
plans, manage businesses, and navigate the startup process.
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