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Economic growth and development of countries are significantly influenced by
the development of skills and employment generation. In this regard, the Imam
Khomeini Relief Foundation (IKRF) has provided various support to its
beneficiaries to create employment and reduce unemployment. However,
evidence suggests that despite the provision of support and even the successful
implementation of employment generation projects, unfortunately, most
beneficiaries have not shown much interest in these projects. Therefore, the
overall aim of this study is to explore the phenomenon of non-participation of
IKRF beneficiaries in Kermanshah province in entrepreneurship and
employment generation projects. This research has investigated the phenomenon
of non-participation of supported individuals in entrepreneurship and
employment creation using the grounded theory approach. The study population
included all key informants in the research area, who were selected using
purposive sampling of the snowball and theoretical types. The main data
collection tool was the interview. Based on the findings, the presented model
consists of causal conditions (including cultural, social, skill, and support
factors), contextual conditions (including economic and motivational factors),
intervening conditions (including legal-policy and managerial factors), strategies
(including educational, economic, and managerial actions), and consequences
(including cultural-social and economic consequences). Since identifying the
talents, abilities, and needs of beneficiaries is the main factor in their
empowerment and self-employment, the attention of planners and policymakers
to the livelihood, psychological, and occupational needs of beneficiaries and the
provision of training courses in the field of opportunity recognition can provide
the ground for beneficiaries to participate in entrepreneurial and self-
employment actions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The economic growth and development of countries are significantly influenced by the
development of skills and employment generation. However, many job seekers in the country
become passive individuals due to a lack of proper support. The Imam Khomeini Relief
Foundation (IKRF) has provided various support to its beneficiaries to create employment and
alleviate the problem of unemployment. However, evidence suggests that despite the provision
of support and even the successful implementation of employment generation projects,
unfortunately, most beneficiaries have not shown much interest in these projects. Therefore, the
overall aim of this study is to explore the phenomenon of non-participation of IKRF
beneficiaries in Kermanshah province in entrepreneurship and employment generation projects.

Research Method

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach and the grounded theory method.
When there is no clear hypothesis, or when no research has been conducted in a particular area,
or when limited research has been conducted, the grounded theory method provides good results
by creating a new theory. Since, based on the research conducted so far, no research has been
conducted on the subject of the study, especially in the study area, and since the aim of this
research was to arrive at a theory from the field data extracted from the study area, the grounded
theory method was considered an appropriate method for this research. The study population in
this research consisted of all experts in the field of study from all stakeholder communities
(including faculty members with relevant resumes and expertise, supported experts, experts and
experts of the IKRF) in Kermanshah province. In this research, purposive sampling® of the
snowball type? and theoretical sampling were used. In purposive sampling, the sample size was
completed based on theoretical saturation with 36 people. Also, data collection in this study was
done through interviews, and field notes were taken during the interviews. In this research, the
three-stage pattern of open coding®, axial coding*, and selective coding® was used to analyze the
data. Also, triangulation® and member checking techniques were used to determine the validity
and reliability of this research.

Results and Discussion:

The results showed that causal conditions include (cultural factors, social factors, skill factors,
and support factors), contextual conditions include (economic factors and motivational factors),
intervening conditions include (legal-policy factors and managerial factors), strategies include
(educational measures, economic measures, and managerial measures) and consequences
include (cultural-social consequences and economic consequences).

Conclusion and Recommendations:

Considering that one of the general principles in empowering and self-employing beneficiaries
is identifying talents, abilities, and needs, and addressing these needs to improve the social and
individual environment and have suitable employment, paying more attention to the livelihood,
psychological, and occupational needs of supported and needy families creates peace of mind
for them and is effective in their mental balance. Also, it is suggested that, with the aim of
increasing the occupational success of beneficiaries, the provision of training courses with the
subject and content of recognizing job opportunities in the work and living environment of
beneficiaries and awareness of business conditions be considered. Benefiting beneficiaries from
work experiences in their occupational field and creating more motivation for them to achieve
greater success and holding visits to successful businesses, especially the businesses of
beneficiaries supported by the IKRF, can be useful in developing training programs. In this
regard, seeking assistance from governmental organizations to plan for the provision of cultural
services and special training to vulnerable families and beneficiaries to advance services and
reduce social issues, as well as planning for capacity assessment, training, and identification of
businesses appropriate to their abilities, can lead to the creation of job opportunities and the
improvement of the self-sufficiency space for beneficiaries.
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