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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Entrepreneurship is considered a cornerstone of economic and social development in societies,
directly impacting job creation and unemployment reduction. In recent years, entrepreneurship
education has gained attention as a key tool for strengthening entrepreneurial capacities in
universities and nurturing potential entrepreneurs. Universities, as unique environments, provide
numerous opportunities for experiential learning and enhancing entrepreneurial skills among
students. In this context, the primary objective of this research is to investigate the impact of
entrepreneurship education on students' entrepreneurial behavior, as entrepreneurship education can
significantly influence students' motivation and capabilities to start new businesses. Furthermore,
improving students' attitudes and understanding of entrepreneurial challenges and management
processes is another goal of this research, which can contribute to more effective decision-making in
the path of launching entrepreneurial businesses.

Research Method

This research is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of approach. The study
population included all experts, such as specialists, scholars, faculty members, and entrepreneurial
activists in various fields of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship management, and university
entrepreneurs at the University of Tehran. Purposive sampling was used for sample selection, and
sampling continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, with 15 individuals ultimately selected
as the sample size. The main data collection tool was semi-structured interviews. The use of semi-
structured interviews allowed researchers to gather diverse perspectives and expert opinions in
greater depth, contributing to greater clarity in the analysis process. For data analysis, MAXQDA
2024 software and thematic analysis were used, which were appropriate for identifying and
analyzing various concepts and dimensions of the impact of entrepreneurship education on
entrepreneurial behavior. This method facilitated the extraction of meaningful patterns from the
interviews and accurate analysis of the results.

Results and Discussion

The research results showed that entrepreneurship education significantly impacts various aspects of
entrepreneurial behavior. Among these, entrepreneurial intentions and students' intellectual and
attitudinal skills received the most significant impact from entrepreneurship education. Additionally,
entrepreneurship education, particularly in networking and mentoring, plays a crucial role in
strengthening entrepreneurial behavior. These findings also highlight the importance of government
support and the role of universities in creating entrepreneurship-supportive environments that
encourage students to participate in entrepreneurial activities. This study also found that
entrepreneurship education can significantly impact students' decision-making power and problem-
solving skills. The identified factors indicate that internal and external motivations, such as social
and governmental support, can directly affect the level of entrepreneurial activities and students' risk-
taking. Specifically, enhancing managerial and cognitive capabilities in entrepreneurial decision-
making can help reduce the failure rate in start-up businesses.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The results of this research emphasize the necessity of paying special attention to entrepreneurship
education in universities. It is suggested that universities introduce entrepreneurship programs as
compulsory and experiential courses for students in various disciplines and strengthen financial and
social support for these programs. Furthermore, creating real opportunities for students to gain
entrepreneurial experience through incubators and internships can significantly increase their
entrepreneurial intentions and behavior. Governments should also provide the ground for the growth
of an entrepreneurial culture in the country through their support. Additionally, developing the
necessary infrastructure to support entrepreneurship and creating collaboration networks between
universities and industries can help accelerate the process of launching businesses. Therefore, it is
recommended that entrepreneurship education programs in universities be continuously evaluated
and updated based on the needs of the job market and the real world so that students can acquire the
practical and theoretical skills necessary for success in the entrepreneurial world.
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