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Introduction

Entrepreneurship is the key to creating job opportunities and is one of the areas that has been
strongly affected by digitalization. In the era of digital transformation, entrepreneurship has also
undergone fundamental changes. The emergence of new technologies such as the Internet of Things,
artificial intelligence, digital platforms, and social networks has provided new platforms for creating
and developing businesses. These developments have led to the formation of the concept of “digital
entrepreneurship”; a concept that refers to the use of digital technologies in the process of identifying
opportunities, creating value, and providing innovative products and services. However, the
development of this type of entrepreneurship faces challenges such as the lack of technological
infrastructure, weak supportive policies, lack of digital skills among entrepreneurs, and cultural and
organizational barriers. Dimensions and components of entrepreneurship such as innovation, risk-
taking, independence, and opportunism are aligned with the characteristics of Generation Z such as
digitalization, creativity, a desire for independence, and fast learning. This generation has shaped
new models of entrepreneurship by leveraging technology and social networks. Digital
entrepreneurship is a new entrepreneurial model that integrates digital technology and
entrepreneurial opportunities. Entrepreneurial intention has been defined as a pre-action conscious
state that focuses attention on entrepreneurial actions (such as starting a new business and becoming
an entrepreneur). It reflects an attitude or commitment to creating new organizations and related
businesses. Entrepreneurship is increasingly attractive to people who are about to choose a career, as
this perspective allows individuals to participate in the labor market while maintaining their personal
freedom (Martinez et al., 2007). Entrepreneurship education has grown significantly in recent years
and has emerged as a key and vital tool in fostering entrepreneurial initiatives. This increase in
interest is attributed to its capacity to increase attitudes, intentions, and capabilities and
entrepreneurial skills. With the development of the digital economy, digital entrepreneurship has
become increasingly popular. For college students preparing for digital entrepreneurship, it is
necessary to cope with the uncertainty of the start-up process through meaningful managing learning
and continuous entrepreneurship education. The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship
between college students’ digital entrepreneurship intention and digital entrepreneurship behavior, as
well as the role of managing learning and entrepreneurship education in this relationship.

Research Method

This research has an applied objective, quantitative approach, and descriptive-survey methods have
been used in data collection and analysis. The statistical population is all undergraduate students of
Payam Noor University of Kermanshah Province in the fields of computer engineering, industrial
engineering, chemistry, management, and accounting, totaling 2450 people. In order to better
understand the research topic and the requirements of the field of study, students from the 5 th
semester onwards were considered. The structural equation method has been used in analyzing the
research findings, and in such studies, the sample size can be determined between 5 and 15
observations for each measured variable. Considering the 17 variables in this study, the sample size
can be selected between 85 and 255, of which 180 people have been considered (Table 2). The
stratified random sampling method with proportional assignment has been considered. Data
collection tools in this study were the standard questionnaires of digital entrepreneurial intention by
Laouiti et al. (2022) including 5 variables, digital entrepreneurial behavior by Shirokowa et al.
(2016) including 4 variables, entrepreneurship education by Linan and Chen (2009) including 4
variables, and learning management by Lamine et al. (2021) including 5 variables. Smart PIs3
software was used to evaluate the structural model, estimate path coefficients, and significance level.

Results and Discussion

This study, while paying attention to the mediating role of learning management and
entrepreneurship education, examines the process of transforming digital entrepreneurial intention
into digital entrepreneurial behavior of Generation Z students. Confirmation of the hypotheses in the
conceptual model indicates the positive and significant effect of learning management and
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entrepreneurship education on transforming intention into digital entrepreneurial behavior. Finally,
the mediating role of learning management and entrepreneurship education was confirmed. In line
with other findings, several studies have shown that education is an effective factor on
entrepreneurial intention (Badri & Hachicha, 2019; Otache et al., 2021; Ramezani et al., 2022). It is
noteworthy that entrepreneurial intention is often thought to lead to entrepreneurial behavior, while
studies have shown that entrepreneurial behavior is closely related to education. Evidence also
shows that those who have received entrepreneurial education have made greater progress in
business knowledge and skills than others. In line with another research achievement, Lamine et al.
(2021) showed that learning management can guide individuals' learning by providing the
opportunity to identify potential errors in the learning process and self-correct them. In line with the
findings of this study, Dou et al. (2019) state that digital entrepreneurial intention acts as a strong
predictor of digital entrepreneurial behavior. Confirmation of this hypothesis indicates that in order
to realize digital entrepreneurial behavior, there is a need to strengthen the areas of digital
entrepreneurial intention. These areas include education, infrastructure, ecosystem, institutional
support, and awareness of digital market opportunities.

In terms of theoretical implications, first, this study complements studies on the relationship
between entrepreneurship education, digital entrepreneurial intention, and digital entrepreneurial
behavior of Generation Z students and enriches the empirical basis by confirming the mediating role
of entrepreneurship education in the relationship between digital entrepreneurial intention and
behavior. Generation Z seeks meaning, autonomy, and impact; the results of this study showed that
entrepreneurship education as part of university support programs helps Generation Z students to
direct their digital entrepreneurial intention towards the realization of digital entrepreneurial
behaviors. As a second implication, this study considers the role of learning management as a self-
regulatory strategy in the relationship between digital entrepreneurial intention and behavior.
Learning management is the practice of a self-monitoring strategy that helps individuals increase
their commitment to themselves to effectively practice digital entrepreneurial behavior. Learning
management helps Gen Z students with digital entrepreneurship intentions to regularly plan and test
their entrepreneurial knowledge, develop strategies to cope with challenges and changes, and
practice digital entrepreneurial behaviors in the ever-changing process of digital entrepreneurship.
Accordingly, the application of intention-execution theory in the field of digital entrepreneurship
research is further enriched. Third, this study expands the research topics in the field of digital
entrepreneurship and shows that learning management helps individuals adhere to a successful
learning strategy and try to apply learning strategies in different contexts.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This study was conducted to investigate the relationship between digital entrepreneurial intention
and digital entrepreneurial behavior, as well as the mediating role of entrepreneurship education and
learning management for Generation Z students, and has also provided appropriate theoretical and
practical achievements. In the area of practical achievements, policymakers, managers, and
custodians of entrepreneurship development in higher education centers can benefit from the
knowledge and awareness gained in this study in order to develop effective solutions, content, and
educational methods to improve the entrepreneurial behavior of Generation Z students Generation Z
students as newcomers to the entrepreneurial arena with a digital mindset and a different lifestyle,
they need to develop cognitive and behavioral skills. It is suggested that planning to achieve this goal
be done through workshops and empowerment courses in soft subjects such as learning critical
thinking, creativity, problem solving, teamwork skills, and time management.
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